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FOREWORD

Sokoine University of Agriculture (SUA) was initially
established by Act No.6 of 1984 (later amended by Act No. 14 of
1984) by elevating the former Faculty of Agriculture, Forestry
and Veterinary Medicine of the University of Dar es Salaam
to a full-fledged University of Agriculture. The University Act
No. 6 of 1984 was repealed in 2005 when the Universities Act
came into force. Following the enactment of the Universities
Act, SUA was granted its Charter on 31st December 2006. The
Charter came into force in 2007, the year to which it is referred.

The University has three academic campuses namely the
Edward Moringe (formerly known as the Main campus),
Solomon Mahlangu and Mizengo Pinda. The Edward Moringe
and Solomon Mahlangu campuses are located in Morogoro
town while Mizengo Pinda campus is located in Katavi region.
Sokoine University of Agriculture has additional field stations in
Arusha (Olmotonyi), Tanga (Mazumbai) and Ruvuma (Mbinga,
Ifinga and Tunduru) regions as well as those located in Morogoro
region (Kitulangalo, Towelo morning site and Mgeta).

Postgraduate studies which started in the 1970’s, have been
an important component of the University’s activities. The
first PhD was awarded by the Faculty of Agriculture in 1972.
Gradually the number of postgraduate students at SUA has been
growing with time. Although most of them are Tanzanians, the
University postgraduate student body has included from time to
time, international students from within and outside Africa.

The University offers Postgraduate Diploma and Master Degree
programmes in a wide range of agriculture and allied disciplines.
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PhD programmes are offered in all Colleges and school in their
respective disciplines and other areas of specialization. Sokoine
University of Agriculture Regulations and Guidelines for Higher
degrees were first approved by the University Council on 8
December 1994. In order to meet new demands and challenges,
these Regulations and Guidelines have been revised from time
to time with the last version (6" Edition) being approved and
published in September 2018.

Following review of the 2" Edition of the Guidelines and
Minimum Standards for university education in Tanzania
which subsequently produced the 3™ Edition of these Standards
and Guidelines released by the Tanzania Commission for
Universities (TCU) on December, 2019, the 267" Senate meeting
of the Sokoine University of Agriculture directed aligning
and harmonization of the 6™ Edition of SUA Regulations and
Guidelines for Higher Education with the TCU Guidelines.
This 6™ Edition (Revised) 2021 has accommodated TCU
Guidelines and Minimum Standards for running postgraduate
studies at SUA. It 1s expected that this document will be a useful
resource to postgraduate students, supervisors and examiners
of postgraduate work as well as all individuals involved in
management and coordination of postgraduate studies at SUA.

Prof. Raphael T. Chibunda

Vice Chancellor
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INTRODUCTION

Higher degrees at SUA comprise of Postgraduate Diplomas,
Master’s and PhD degrees and Postdoctoral studies designed
to develop mastery in skills and subject matter specialization
in the disciplines of choice. Standard duration for Postgraduate
studies ranges from 12 months for Postgraduate Diplomas,
18 to 24 months for Masters and Postdoctoral studies and 36
to 48 months for PhD degrees. Options exist for coursework
and research, research and thesis and coursework and internship
for Masters, and for coursework and research, and research and
thesis for PhD degrees. Postdoctoral studies are by research
only, or a combination of research and teaching. Registration
modality for Postgraduate Diplomas, Master’s and PhD degrees
may be full time or part time as specified under subsequent
sections. Part time studies can also be undertaken in the form of
evening programmes established in some disciplines.

A. POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMAS

These are designed to be career development programmes that
impart postgraduate education for advanced theoretical and
practical knowledge/skills for candidates wishing to pursue
careers other than research. The programmes are aimed at
improving the career prospects, including self-employment and
to enhance individual professional, personal and vocational
growth of university graduates to become professional specific
disciplines. The programmes are also expected to enable bridging
the gap and improving the position of graduates in pursuing
further studies in disciplines that may be slightly different from
their foundation degrees, as may be guided by the regulations
for higher degrees.
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1.0 Minimum Admission Qualifications

1.1.

1.2.

A candidate for admission into the Postgraduate
Diploma of Sokoine University of Agriculture
shall hold a postgraduate certificate or bachelor
degree (UQF level 8) with a minimum GPA of 2.0
or C grade from a recognized institution of higher
learning, deemed to be equivalent to atleast a pass
degree of Sokoine University of Agriculture. Such
qualification shall be in a subject or subjects relevant
to the intended Postgraduate Diploma.

Candidates whose first degree is considered deficient
in relation to the degree programme being applied
for may be required to take remedial undergraduate
courses in addition to the minimum postgraduate
requirements. Such courses shall be examined and
candidates shall be required to pass the courses
upon which separate certificates of attendance shall
be provided.

2.0 Structure and Duration of Postgraduate Diploma

2.1

2.2

2.3

Postgraduate diploma programmes will be offered in
modules spread into two semesters. The maximum
duration shall be 12 months for full time students
and 24 months for part time students.

Candidates registered for postgraduate diploma
shall be required to do both coursework and carry
out research leading to submission of an examinable
Research Project Report at the end of the programme.
The coursework and research project shall account
for the minimum of 90 and 30 credits, respectively.
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3.0 Admission and Registration Arrangements

3.1 Applications for admission into postgraduate
Diploma shall be approved by the College/School/
Directorate Board

3.2 No applications for admissions of postgraduate
shall be considered after the commencement of
the academic year. Candidates for postgraduate
programmes shall normally be registered in the
beginning of each semester. Late registration may
be considered as may be guided by the University
Senate.

3.3 University fee shall be paid in four installments (i.e.
every three months). Students failing to pay fees
shall be advised to freeze or postpone studies and
come later after settling financial matters

3.4 No students shall be registered prior to payment of
fees or without submission of a letter of commitment
from their sponsors. The deadline for registration
shall be on Friday of the fourth week of the first
semester of the academic year. There shall be an
orientation day for all postgraduate diploma students
after their registration.

4.0 Coursework Evaluation for Postgraduate Diploma

4.1 Candidates registered for post graduate diploma shall
do coursework examinations following assessment
procedures as shall be specified in each curriculum.
The coursework shall consist of a minimum of
60 credits (first semester) and 30 credits (second
semester plus 30 credits dedicated to research) i.e.
a minimum total of 120 credits per academic year
[One credit = 10 notional hours] will be required to
complete a Postgraduate Diploma.
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4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

4.6

4.7

4.8

Research proposal and Research Project report
shall account for 10 and 20 credits, respectively as
components of research.

Each course shall be examined separately by written
and/or practical examinations during the semester
in which the course i1s offered. The pass mark for
each course shall be 60% or ‘B’ grade for core and
50% or ‘C’ grade for elective courses. Continuous
assessment shall constitute 50% of the total marks
While the final written or practical end of semester
examination shall account for 50% of the marks in
each course.

Candidates whose overall grade point average (GPA)
is below a ‘B’ grade (i.e. GPA below 3.0) shall be
discontinued from studies.

Candidates, whose average pass is equal or above
B grade but failed in one or more courses, shall be
required to do a probation examination in the failed
course(s). The maximum grade for a probation
examination shall be B grade for core courses and C
grade for elective courses.

Candidates will be allowed to sit for probation
examinations two times only. Such examinations
shall be conducted before the commencement of
the subsequent academic year. A student who fails
probation examination(s) twice shall be discontinued
from studies.

A student who absents oneself from continuous
assessment and/or end of semester examinations
without compelling reasons shall be deemed to
have absconded from examinations and shall be
discontinued from studies.
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4.9

A candidate discontinued from studies on grounds
of failing in coursework examinations cannot be
re- admitted for the same programme before time
equivalent to the standard registration period for
the degree programme has elapsed. The candidate
may however, be allowed to apply for any other
programme for which he/she may have qualifications
to join when such a programme is next offered.

4.10 Examination grading system shall be the same in
all Colleges/Schools/Directorates and students’ raw
marks shall be taken into account when calculating
GPA. The grading system and equations for
computing GPA shall be as indicated below:

Grade Range of Equation |Grade Point| Description
Marks (%) q P
A | 75-100 [Y=0.024X+2.6] 4.4-5.0 Excellent
B+ | 70-74.9 |Y=0.08X-1.6| 4.0-4.39 Very Good
B 60-69.9 | Y=0.1X-3 | 3.0-3.99 Good
C 50-59.9 | Y=0.1X-3 | 2.0-2.99 Satisfactory
D 40499 | Y=0.1X-3 1.0-1.99 | Marginal Fail
E 0-39.9 | Y=0.025X 0.0 -0.99 | Absolute Fail

Where Y = Grade point, and X = Raw marks (%).

4.11

The total Weighted Grade Points (Grade points
multiplied by the credit hours of the examined
subject) of all subjects will be divided by the total
credit hours to determine the GPA. As a matter of
principle, the final GPA shall be truncated down to
one decimal place.
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4.12

4.13

4.14

4.15

4.16

4.17

The final degree classification based on GPA for
classifiable degrees shall be as follows:

Class Grade GPA range
First Class 44-5.0
Upper Second Class 4.0 -—4.39
Lower Second Class 3.0-3.99
Pass 2.0-2.99

All cases of alleged coursework examination
irregularities shall be referred to the College/
School/Directorate Boards upon recommendation
from College/School/Directorate Committees. The
Boards shall submit recommendations to the Senate
for approval.

Any candidate who shall be shown to have cheated
in any part of the examination shall be discontinued
from studies.

There shall be no external examiners for postgraduate
diploma coursework.

All semester coursework results for Postgraduate
Diploma shall be approved by Senate upon
recommendations from the College/School/
Directorate Boards before candidates are allowed to
proceed to the second semester or graduate.

A postgraduate diploma shall be awarded after
a candidate has successfully completed all the
modules. A candidate failing to complete the course
within the specified duration shall be discontinued
from studies.
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5.0 Research Project Report examination

5.1

5.2

53

54

5.5

Candidates registered for postgraduate diploma
shall also be required to carry out a research that
will lead to production of an examinable Research
Project Report.

Examination of such report will be categorized as
Pass or Fail after scoring overall mark of 60% and
above (Pass) or below 60% (Fail).

At least TWO independent examiners from within
or outside SUA will be appointed by the Head of
the hosting Department to serve as Independent
Examiners.

Postgraduate student failing the research project
report shall be allowed to revise the report and
re-submit for re-examination within a period of
THREE months. Failure to re-submit within this
period will lead to discontinuation from studies.

Marks scored from research project report shall
NOT contribute to student’s GPA but the title of

his/her research will appear on the student’s academic
transcript.

B. MASTER’S DEGREE PROGRAMMES

The Master’s degree programmes are designed primarily as
training courses to impart competence in working with scientific
methods by means of which candidates will:

(1)

(i)
(iii)

Extend theoretical, conceptual and practical
knowledge in the area of study;

Be exposed to the fundamentals of research;

Acquire certain new skills and techniques;

REGULATIONS AND GUIDELINES FOR HIGHER DEGREES
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(iv) Learnhow to presentresults of research in a scholarly
manner; and

(v) Make some important contribution to knowledge
even though it may not be very original.

1.0 Structure and Duration of Master’s Degrees
The standard Master’s Degree Programmes of Sokoine
University of Agriculture will be either:

. Master’s degree by Coursework and Dissertation
. Master’s degree by Research and thesis (MRes) OR;
. Master’s degree by Course work and internship

(Professional Master degrees)

1.1 Master’s Degree Programmes by Coursework and
Dissertation

a) Descriptors and Standards for Masters by
Coursework and Dissertation

1.1.1 Candidates shall be registered for Master’s degree by
coursework and dissertation leading to submission
of a dissertation. The programme entails a minimum
of 180 credits.

1.1.2 The coursework, research proposal and dissertation
shall account for 120, 15 and 45 credits, respectively.

1.1.3 Students shall be required to present a minimum
of two referred seminars over a period of 18 or 24
months or 36 months if an extension of registered is
requested and approved.

1.1.4 The first seminar will be presented during proposal
writing stage while the other one(s) will be
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presented during research stage before dissertation
examination.

1.1.5 Upon submission of an approved research proposal,
candidates shall be allowed to proceed with the
research part of the study, whose normal duration
shall be nine months and maximum duration shall
be 12 months if extension is requested.

1.1.6 The maximum normal duration for this master
degree shall be 18 or 24 months. Candidates who
are not able to complete the research part of study
within the 12 prescribed months may be allowed for
an extension of up to 12 months.

1.1.7 Candidates shall be required to appear for oral
defense subject to positive recommendations from
examiners.

1.1.8 Monitoring of progress and performance of students
shall involve submission of progress reports at an
interval of six months for the period ending June and
December every calendar year.

1.1.9 Submission of semi-annual progress reports (for
period ending June and December every year) shall
be mandatory and shall be done using available
platforms as guided from time to time by the
directorate responsible for postgraduate studies
at SUA and as per existing SUA Regulations and
Guidelines for Higher Degrees. Such report must
reach the Head of Department hosting the student
not later than 15th of the reporting month i.e. June
or December.
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1.2

b)

Minimum Admission Qualifications for Masters by
Coursework and Dissertation

A candidate for admission into Master by Coursework and
Dissertation shall hold:

i).
ii).

iii).

1v).

A bachelor degree with a minimum GPA of 2.7 OR;

A bachelor degree with at least an average of B
grade for unclassified degrees OR;

Pass class for a bachelor degree if performance in
subjects of study was B grade or above AND satisfy
hosting College/School/Department that he/she has
exhibited academic potential through extensive
fieldwork/research experience of at least three
years OR acquired professional development skills
through training.

A Postgraduate Diploma in relevant discipline/area
or equivalent with minimum GPA of 3.0 or B grade.

Master’s Degree Programmes by Research and Thesis

@)

2.0.1

Descriptors and Standards for Masters by Research
and Thesis

A Master’s degree programme by Research and
Thesis (MRes) is designed to offer master’s
degree training to candidates who may wish to
pursue research careers and who by nature of their
occupations may not be able to follow the standard
master’s coursework curriculum. The programme
entails 24 months of research work, including nine
months for development and approval of a research
proposal.
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2.0.2 Candidates shall be registered for this master
degree leading to submission of a thesis. Under this
programme, the candidate is expected to undertake
and complete a single larger research project.

2.0.3 Candidates who fail to complete the research part
within the 24 prescribed months may be allowed for
an extension of registration of up to 12 months.

2.0.4 To qualify for an award of a Master’s degree by
Research and Thesis, the candidate shall accumulate
a minimum of 180 credits. Research proposal,
research competence and thesis shall account for 15,
45 and 120 credits, respectively.

2.0.5 The candidate shall periodically present a minimum
of three referred seminars over the period of 24
months or 36 months when under extension of
registration.

2.0.6 The first seminar will be presented during the
research proposal writing stage while the other
seminars will be presented during the research stage
before thesis examination.

2.0.7 Candidates shall be required to appear for oral
defense subject to positive recommendations from
examiners.

2.0.8 Monitoring of progress and performance of students
shall involve submission of progress reports at an
interval of six months for the period ending June and
December every calendar year.

2.0.9 Submission of semi-annual progress reports (for
period ending June and December every year) shall
be mandatory and will be done using available
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1.3

platforms as guided from time to time by the
directorate responsible for postgraduate studies
at SUA and as per existing SUA Regulations and
Guidelines for Higher Degrees. Such report must
reach the Head of Department hosting the student
not later than 15th of the reporting month i.e. June
or December.

b)  Minimum Admission Qualifications for Master by
Research and Thesis

A candidate for admission into Master by Research and

Thesis shall hold:

1). A bachelor degree with a GPA of at least 3.5 OR

i1). A bachelor degree with a minimum GPA of at least
2.7 and research experience of at least three years.

i1).  An applicant will be considered to have acquired

research experience when he/she has published at
least one paper in SUA recognized journals or one
paper in conference proceedings or has attended
training on grant proposal writing or research
methodology or data analysis.

Professional Master’s degree Programme

A professional master degree shall be by coursework and a
research paper with or without internship.

a)

Descriptors and Standards for Masters by
Coursework and Internship/research paper

1.3.1 Candidates shall be registered for Master’s
degree by coursework and internship or
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research (i.e. Professional master degrees)
leading to a research paper. The programme
entails a minimum of 180 credits.

1.3.2 The coursework shall account for 120 credits
while research proposal, internship and
research paper shall account for 10, 25 and 25
credits, respectively. For candidates without
internship, the research paper shall account
for 50 credits in addition to 10 credits for the
proposal.

1.3.3 Upon submission of an approved internship/
research proposal, candidates shall be allowed
to proceed with the internship/research part of
the study, whose maximum duration shall be
six months.

1.3.4 The maximum normal duration for master
by coursework and internship/research paper
shall be 18 months. Candidates who are not
able to complete the internship part of study
within the six months may be allowed for an
extension of up to 12 months.

1.3.5 Maximum normal duration for master by
coursework and research paper shall be 12
months and candidates who are not able to
complete their research may be allowed to
extend up to six months.

1.3.6 Master students by coursework and internship
will be required to present a minimum of two
referred professional seminars over a period
of 18 months or up 24 months if extension
of registered 1s requested and approved.
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1.3.7 The first seminar will be presented during
the research proposal writing stage while the
one(s) will be presented during the research/
internship stage before submission of a
research paper or internship report.

1.3.8 Professional Master Students by coursework
and research paper will be required to present
a minimum of two referred professional
seminars over a period of 12 or 18 months,
the first one will be presented during the
research proposal writing stage while the
second one will be presented during oral
defence of the research paper.

1.3.9 Candidates shall be required to appear for oral
defence subject to positive recommendations
from examiners.

1.3.10 Monitoring of progress and performance of
students shall involve submission of progress
reports at an interval of six months for the
period ending June and December every year.

1.3.11 Candidates who successfully complete
coursework but fail the research/internship
component of the master degree programme
shall be awarded a Postgraduate Diploma if
such Postgraduate Diploma is specified in
their degree curriculum.

b)  Minimum Admission Qualifications
A candidate for admission into Master by Coursework and
Internship shall hold:
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1.) A bachelor degree with a minimum GPA of 2.7 OR;

i1.) A bachelor degree with at least an average of B
grade for unclassified degrees OR;

i11.) Pass class for a bachelor degree if performance in
subjects of study was B grade or above AND satisfy
hosting College/School/Department that he/she has
exhibited academic potential in his/her profession/
discipline through extensive fieldwork/research
experience of at least three years OR acquired
professional development skills.

2.0 Application, Registration Arrangements and Payment
of University fees for master degree programmes

2.1 Applications for admission into master degree
programmes will be submitted to the Directorate
responsible for Postgraduate studies using means
defined to be relevant during the application period.

2.2 All applications will be considered and approved
by Academic Committee of the hosting College/
School/Directorate.

2.3 No applications for admissions of master’s by
coursework and dissertation shall be considered
after the commencement of the semester.

2.4  The deadline for registration for the Master’s by
Coursework and Dissertation AND Master by
Coursework and Internship shall be on the fourth
week of the first semester of the academic year. Late
registration may be considered as may be guided by
the University Senate.
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2.5

2.6

2.7

Candidates for Master’s by Research and Thesis
degree programme shall normally be registered
anytime of the year after admission approval by the
Senate.

University fee shall be paid in four installments (i.e.
every three months). No students shall be registered
prior to payment of fees or without submission of a
letter of commitment from their sponsors.

Each candidate shall be assigned a supervisor(s)
within the first month after the registration.
Supervisors shall be appointed by Heads of
Departments upon recommendations from the
Departmental Postgraduate Studies Committee.
The Supervisor(s) shall act as academic advisor(s)
and guide the candidate in his/her research proposal
development and research.

3.0 Coursework Evaluation for Master’s Degree Programmes

3.1

3.2

Candidates registered for Master’s by coursework
and dissertation shall attend and pass a minimum
of 60 credits per semester and a minimum total of
120 credits per academic year. They shall also do
coursework examinations following assessment
procedures as shall be specified in each degree
programme.

Candidates registered for Master’s by Research and
Thesis shall attend and pass 24 credits of coursework
(20% of 120 credits), which are meant to enhance
students’ competence in research methods, statistics
and data analysis, research ethics, scientific
publications and discipline of research.
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3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

3.7

Master’s students whose first degree is considered
deficient in relation to the degree programme
being applied for, may be required to take remedial
undergraduate courses.

The remedial courses shall be examined and
candidates shall be required to pass the courses
upon which separate certificates of attendance shall
be provided. Candidates attending remedial courses
may also start development of research proposal as
may be prescribed by the hosting Department of the
degree programme.

The Master’s students must successfully complete
the coursework part with a mean overall grade of
‘B’ or above (i.e. GPA of at least 3.0) in all core
courses and ‘C’ grade or above in all the elective
courses before they are allowed to proceed with the
research phase.

Part time students can be allowed to accumulate
coursework results up to two years before embarking
on research phase in the third year.

Each course shall be examined separately by
written or practical examination during the semester
in which the course is offered. The pass mark for
each course shall be 60% or ‘B’ grade for core and
50% ‘C’ grade for elective courses. Continuous
assessment shall constitute 50% of the total marks
while the final written end of semester examination
shall account for 50% of the marks in each course.
Candidates whose over all grade point average
(GPA) is below a ‘B’ grade (i.e. GPA below 3.0)
shall be discontinued from studies.
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3.8

3.9

3.10

3.11

3.12

3.13

Candidates whose average pass is equal or above a
B grade but failed in one or more courses, shall be
required to do a probation examination.

The maximum grade for a probation examination
shall be B grade for core courses and C grade for
elective courses.

A student who absents oneself from continuous
assessment and/or end of semester examinations
without compelling reasons shall be deemed to
have absconded from examinations and shall be
discontinued from studies.

Candidates will be allowed to sit for probation
examinations two times only. Such examinations
shall be conducted before the commencement of
the subsequent academic year. A student who fails
probation examination(s) twice shall be discontinued
from studies.

A candidate discontinued from studies on grounds
of failing in coursework examinations cannot be re-
admitted for the same course before time equivalent
to the standard registration period for the degree
programme has elapsed. The candidate may however,
be allowed to apply for any other programme for
which he/she may have qualifications to join when
such a programme is next offered.

Examination grading system shall be the same in
all Colleges/Schools/Directorates and students’ raw
marks shall be taken into account when calculating
GPA. The grading system and equations for
computing GPA shall be as indicated in Section A.
4.10
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3.14 The final degree classification based on the GPA for
classifiable degrees shall be as detailed in Clause
A4.12.

3.15 All cases of alleged coursework examination
irregularities shall be referred to the College/School/
Directorate Boards upon recommendation from
College/School/Directorate Academic Committees.
The Boards shall submit recommendations to Senate
for approval. Any candidate who shall be shown to
have cheated in any part of the examination shall be
discontinued from studies.

3.16 All semester coursework results shall be approved
by Senate upon recommendations from the College/
School/Directorate boards before candidates are
allowed to proceed with the second semester and
research/ internship phase.

4.0 Refereed Seminar Evaluation

4.1 At an appropriate stage as specified by each type
of master’s degree, candidates will be required
to present refereed seminar(s). These include
research proposal and results-based seminars.
The purpose of these seminars will be to ascertain
competence in research methodology, analytical
skills and applicable instruments. The Head of the
Department shall be responsible for organizing
refereed seminars, appointing panel of at least two
referees and one discussant to be moderated by an
independent Chairperson.

4.2 For the Master’s by Coursework and Dissertation
students, in addition to the oral defence (viva voce)
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4.3

4.4

4.5

4.6

4.7

examination, the candidate shall present and pass
at least TWO referred seminars during their study
duration. The first seminar shall be on research
proposal and the remaining one on research results.

For the Master’s by Research and Thesis; in addition
to the oral defence (viva voce) examination, the
candidate shall present and pass at least THREE
referred seminars during their study duration. The
first seminar shall be on research proposal and the
remaining two seminars on research results.

For the Master’s by Coursework and Internship/
Research paper, at least TWO referred seminars
will be presented during their study similar to
the Master’s by Coursework and Dissertation as
described under Clause B 4.2. This category will be
required to prepare and submit a Research Paper or
Internship report instead of a Dissertation.

At the end of each seminar presentation, the
panelists shall award marks and score the seminar
as indicated in Appendicesl, 2 and 3.

The panelists shall prepare a report to be submitted
to the College/School/Directorate Postgraduate
Studies Committee by the Chairperson of the panel.

Candidates scoring an average of less than 60%
during seminar presentation shall be regarded to
have failed and shall be required to present the same
for a maximum of two additional times. Candidates
failing after three presentations shall be discontinued
from studies.
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5.0 Research Proposal Evaluation and Approval

5.1

5.2

53

Before commencing research for dissertation or
thesis, a candidate shall submit to the hosting
Department a concise research proposal for final
approval.

Based on the report of the panel, the Department
may decline to approve the proposal or recommend
revision if:

1.). Inits opinion, it is unsuitable in contents;

i1). The conditions under which the candidate
proposes to work are unsatisfactory;

ii1). The proposed work is a repetition of known
research work;

iv). The budget is unrealistic or prohibitive and
time to undertake research will be longer than
allowed.

The deadline for submission of a proposal shall
be nine months for master degree students with a
maximum extension of up 12 months upon request
by students and approval by College/School/
Directorate Academic Committee.

6.0 Structures, Types and Formats of Dissertations/Theses for
Master’s Degrees Programmes General description

The Master’s degree dissertation/thesis is a test of the student’s
ability in scientific writing and comprises an integral part of
the research work. The dissertation must convey to the reader,
clearly and unambiguously, the main line of thought, which led
the investigator to his conclusions. It should be written clearly
and concisely. The dissertation/thesis must comprise a complete
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entity and must contain all the data required for the reader to
judge the reliability of the work and conclusions reached.

i).

ii).

iii).

1v).

vi).

vil).

The Master dissertation or thesis may be written in
published or publishable paper formats. The choice
and decisions on the format of the dissertation will
therefore be made by the student after consultation
and agreement with the supervisors when the student
begins to analyse the data of his/her research.

The students registered for the Master’s by
Coursework and Internship shall be required to
produce a Research Paper/Report.

The Directorate responsible for Postgraduate
studies shall provide Guidelines for preparation of
dissertations, theses and research papers/reports
upon successful completion of the internship/field
placement.

The students registered for master’ degree by
Research and thesis shall be required to have
submitted for publication at least one manuscript
under ‘“‘accepted status” or published in SUA
recognized journals prior to final submission of
dissertation.

The students registered for a master’s degree by
coursework and research shall have submitted at least
one manuscript for publication in SUA recognized
journals prior to final submission of dissertation.
Any papers published in predatory journals shall not
be accepted as part of the dissertation.

Binding of the final dissertation/thesis/research
paper shall adhere to SUA guidelines as stipulated
in the Guidelines for Preparing Dissertations/Thesis
and other Publications.
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6.1 Dissertations/theses developed in published papers
format

Requirements and Standards for a Dissertation/Thesis
Developed in Published Papers Format

6.1.1 The student must have at least two full-length papers
emanating solely from his/her master’s study. He/
she must appear as first author (except when a
different type of order of authors is customary in the
student’s field of research).

6.1.2 One of the said papers must be in “published” or
“accepted” status in SUA recognized journals. The
second paper may have the status “submitted” as
evidenced by acknowledgment from the editor of the
journal. Any papers published in predatory journals
shall not be accepted as part of the dissertation.

6.1.3 When part of the work or whole was performed
in collaboration with another investigator and/or
student, the kind of collaboration involved should
be explained as clearly as possible, namely, which
parts of the dissertation/thesis describe results from
collaboration, and what was the role of the student
in the collaboration. A letter from the student’s
supervisor should accompany the submitted
dissertation/thesis. The letter should indicate the
particular contribution of the student to each paper
(in the case of multi-author papers). It should also
indicate that the submitted articles were not and
will not be part of other dissertations/theses in the
“Published Papers” format.

6.1.4 The dissertation/thesis shall have common sections
consisting of extended abstract, General introduction,
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6.2

Paper-based chapter, General discussion, General
conclusions and recommendations, References and
Appendices.

6.1.5 Binding of the final dissertation/thesis shall adhere
to SUA guidelines as stipulated in the Guidelines
for Preparing Dissertations/Thesis and other
Publications.

Dissertations/theses developed in publishable
manuscripts format

Requirements and Standards for a Dissertation/thesis
Developed in Publishable Papers Format

6.2.1 Dissertation/thesis in  publishable manuscript
(manuscript-within-dissertation) format shall consist
of at least two publishable papers.

6.2.2 The publishable manuscript(s) should adopt a format
of a specified journal which is recognized by SUA.
Predatory journals shall not be accepted to guide
preparation of the dissertation/thesis.

6.2.3 The dissertation/thesis shall have common sections
consisting of Extended abstract, General introduction,
Manuscript-based chapters, General discussion,
General conclusions and recommendations,
References and Appendices.

6.2.4 These sections shall contain the overall theme of
the dissertation, description of the commonality
of the concepts across the articles, and the overall
implications of the findings.

6.2.5 Binding of the final dissertation/thesis shall adhere
to SUA guidelines as stipulated in the Guidelines
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for Preparing Dissertations/Thesis and other
Publications.

7.0 Submission of Dissertations for examination

7.1 The submission of dissertations/thesis for
examination to Directorate responsible for
postgraduate studies shall be both in soft bound and
electronic PDF/editable copies.

7.2  Means for submission of dissertations/theses shall
be guided from time to time by the directorate
responsible for postgraduate studies at SUA.

7.3 The student i1s expected to submit an intention
for submission of his/her dissertation/thesis at
least one month before the due date. He/she shall
do this by filling in the “Note of Intention to
submit Dissertation/Thesis form” (Appendix 4).
Examination arrangements proposed by the Head
of the department together with CV of the external
examiner(s) shall accompany this notice.

7.4 Master degree candidates may be permitted to
submit their dissertation/thesis for examination
before the normal duration of 18 or 24 months up on
recommendation from supervisors.

7.5 Every dissertation/thesis submitted for the degree
must be accompanied by a declaration by the
candidate to the satisfaction of Senate, stating that
it is the candidate’s own original work done within
the period of registration and that it has neither
been submitted nor being concurrently submitted in
any other institution. Moreover, the candidate shall
declare that he/she has not breached any plagiarism
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8.0

7.6

7.7

7.8

standards by submitting plagiarism report as an
evidence for plagiarism check.

The dissertation/thesis shall contain a statement of
copyright by the author as follows:

No part of this dissertation may be reproduced, stored
in any retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or
by any means without prior written permission of
the author or Sokoine University of Agriculture in

that behalf.

A dissertation/thesis submitted must be satisfactory
as regards the format and literary presentation as
will be described in the Guidelines for Preparing
Dissertations/Thesis and other Publications.

The dissertation/thesis must contain an extended
abstract of not more 1,000 words.

The abstract shall concisely indicate the problem
investigated, the procedures and research methods
employed, the general results, new contributions
made, and the major conclusions reached.

Examination of Master’s dissertation /Thesis/
Research Paper/Report and Deg